LUCY DACUS: A LIFE IN MUSIC 


LUCY DACUS 


n A LIFE IN 
MUSIC 
n 


~ 
` 


Andrew M. Bos 


Location 1 of 363 « 0% 


LUCY DACUS: A LIFE IN MUSIC Q B Aa Q 


Lucy Dacus 


A Life in Music 


Andrew M. Bos 


Allrights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, 
or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical 
reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. 


Copyright ©Andrew M. Bos, 2023 


Back to 
332 


Location 3 of 363 « 0% 


LUCY DACUS: A LIFE IN MUSIC 


Table of Content 


Location 22 of 363 e 2% 


LUCY DACUS: A LIFE IN MUSIC 


Chapter 1: Childhood 


On December 2, 1993, in Richmond, Virginia, Lucy Dacus was born. Her father played the guitar, and her mother played the piano, thus she grew up in a musical 
family. 


Dacus began writing songs at an early age and was influenced by musicians like The National, Elliott Smith, and Regina Spektor. She participated in the 
neighborhood music scene while attending high school in Richmond. 


Early on, Dacus had a passion for music and a keen sense of creativity. While still in high school, she started playing at open mic nights in her community. She 
was constantly writing songs. 
Together with a few of her pals, she also formed a band, and the group performed around Richmond. 
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The early years of Dacus were not without their difficulties. She struggled with who she was as a young woman and felt out of place. She also went through some 
personal loss, and she penned songs about it. 


Despite the difficulties, Dacus's formative years also saw a lot of growth. She discovered a supportive environment and learned how to express herself via her 
music. She also started to find her distinct style as a songwriter. 


Early life created the groundwork for Dacus' career as a musician. 


She has now become a well-regarded singer-songwriter who has put out three albums. Her music connects with listeners all over the world because it is genuine 
and intimate. 


She is of Uzbek and Irish origin and was adopted as a baby. She attended the Richmond magnet school for the Arts, Maggie L. Walker Governor's School. 
She spent a year at Virginia Commonwealth University studying film before quitting to focus solely on music. In 2016, she issued her debut album, No Burden. 


In 2018, she issued her second album, Historian. Home Video, her third album, was made available in 2021. 


Chapter 2: The Formation of Boygenius 


In 2014, Lucky Dacus was a rising talent in the independent music community. She was beginning to tour more extensively after the acclaimed praise of her 
debut album, **No Burden**. She met Phoebe Bridgers and Julien Baker, two other upcoming musicians, at a music event in Austin, Texas. 
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The three musicians agreed to establish a band because they connected over their passion for music. 
They started composing and recording music under the name Boygenius. They launched their critically acclaimed debut EP with the same name in 2018. 
The EP served as a springboard for Dacus' solo career and received appreciation for its unfiltered emotion and candor. 


One of the most important events in Dacus' life was the founding of Boygenius. She had the chance to work with two other excellent musicians and produce 
music that was both intimate and empowering. As one of the most exciting emerging voices in independent music, Dacus's success with the band helped to 
establish that position. 


Growing up in the Midwest gave Dacus, Bridgers, and Baker a foundation in folk and country music. 


The name of the group, Boygenius, alludes to the fact that all of the members are female and they are creating music that is typically associated with men. 2018 
saw the release of the group's self-titled debut EP on Matador Records. 


All six of the songs on it were written by Dacus, Bridgers, and Baker. The EP was well received by critics, who commended it for its unadulterated feeling, 
sensitivity, and harmonies. On the Billboard Heatseekers Albums chart, the EP peaked at number 11, demonstrating its commercial success. Boygenius 
aggressively toured in support of their first EP. 

They have performed live shows in Australia, Europe, and the US. The group is presently composing its follow-up album. 


Chapter 3: No Burden, the debut album 


No Burden, Lucy Dacus' debut album, was released in 2016. The album's honest and insightful lyrics won accolades from critics and consumers alike. In support 
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ofthe record, Dacus went on a protracted tour and started to amass a sizable and devoted following. 


The music for the album was only just being learned by the band when it was recorded in Nashville, Tennessee. Dacus believed that hastily recording the album 
would help to convey the songs' unadulterated intensity. 


Collin Pastore and Jacob Blizard, two of Dacus's buddies, produced the album. They contributed to the album's warm, personal tone, which nicely complements 
Dacus's vocals. 


Some of Dacus's greatest lyrics are on this album. She writes in a way that is both sympathetic and enlightening about her own experiences with love, sorrow, 
and growth. The songs provide a window into Dacus's private world since they are open and vulnerable. 


No Burden was Dacus' breakout album, and it contributed to her becoming one of the most intriguing new voices in indie music. Fans of open-minded and 
contemplative music should check out the CD. 


Some of the praise that No Burden earned is listed below: 


No Burden is an unusually warm indie rock record, according to Pitchfork. Lead guitar riffs come in like languid columns of sunlight, while Dacus' voice is a 
soothing haze. 


The lyrics in Dacus' songs are rife with astute insights and rich imagery, according to The New York Times. Her songs are both approachable and thought- 
provoking, and she has a talent for portraying the subtleties of human emotion. 


According to Rolling Stone, "No Burden is a stunning debut from a young artist with a bright future ahead of her." 


No Burden is a very exceptional record that will undoubtedly become a classic in the future. 
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Chapter 4 of the sophomore release Historian 


2018 saw the release of **Historian"*, the second album by Lucy Dacus. Even more highly lauded by critics than her first, "No Burden"*, the album was praised 
for its complexity and maturity. 


In support of the record, Dacus undertook a protracted tour and performed her first headlining performances at prestigious locations. 


The concept album **Historian™ is about loss and resiliency. 
The album starts with a romantic ending and then explores different types of loss, such as the passing of time and the death of a loved one. Dacus sings with a 
genuine emotion that pierces the heart, and her lyrics are smart and sincere. 


The CD has an indie rock, folk, and country fusion vibe. Sharp and emotive guitar work by Dacus and her band provides a strong foundation. Additionally, the 
album includes some exquisite string arrangements that give the music more passion and depth. 


A critical and financial success, Historian. Numerous outlets listed it as one ofthe greatest albums of 2018, and it contributed to establishing Dacus as one of the 
most intriguing new talents in indie rock. 


Dacus, Jacob Blizard, and Collin Pastore produced the album. It was recorded in Nashville over a week in March 2017. The album's lead single, "Title Track," is 
about Dacus' grandmother's passing. It was distributed by Matador Records. 
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Chapter 5: Third Album: Home Video 


Lucy Dacus' **Home Video"*, her third studio album, was released in 2021. Her new CD deviated from her earlier work with a more intimate and understated feel. 
On the album, Dacus explores themes of nostalgia, grief, and maturation that were influenced by her childhood recollections. 


Home Video, one of the most lauded albums of the year, was another critical and economic success. It received appreciation for its wonderful melodies and 


arrangements as well as for its open and emotional songwriting. 
Along with these hits, the album also included "Thumbs," "Hot & Heavy," and "VBS." 


A significant turning point in Dacus' career was Home Video. She was able to further establish herself as one of the most interesting and gifted singer- 


songwriters of her time as a result. 


The record was instrumental in making her music more widely known, and it will undoubtedly go down in history as a classic. 
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Dacus herself, along with Colin Pastore, Jacob Blizard, and Jake Finch, produced the album. In Richmond, Virginia, and Nashville, Tennessee, the album was 
created. 
On the record cover, Dacus is seen in a picture as a young child. On June 25, 2021, Matador Records issued the album. 


Chapter 6: Future Plans 
Dacus has been on the road all of 2022 in the promotion of her third album, Home Video, and she is still writing music. Her fourth album is currently being 
produced; it should be available in 2023. She has also been working on brand-new music for a possible live EP or album. 


The record is still in the early phases of production, although Dacus has stated that it will be a more personal and contemplative album than her previous work. 
***She is working on her fourth album, which is anticipated to be published in 2023. 


She also mentioned that the album would have some fresh stylistic and sonic experiments. 


In 2024, she also intends to publish a book of poetry.** * Since she was a teenager, Dacus has been composing poetry, and she has stated that she has always 
desired to publish a book of her work. Dacus is now working on the book and plans to publish it in 2024. 
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Dacus is open to working with other artists and finding new creative channels in addition to current ideas. She is a gifted and adaptable artist, and her future 
endeavors will undoubtedly be fascinating. 


She intends to embark on a lengthy tour in promotion of her fourth album. She has a passion for creating music for both movies and television. She is willing to 


work with different artists, such as Julien Baker and Phoebe Bridgers. 
She is eager to continue developing her artistic expression and exposing the world to her songs. 


Watching what Lucy Dacus accomplishes next excites me. She is a gifted artist who has a promising future. 


Chapter 7:The Boygenius Years 


A turning point in Lucy Dacus' career came when she joined forces with Julien Baker and Phoebe Bridgers to form the indie supergroup Boygenius. The three 
musicians first got together in 2017 while on tour in support of their separate solo projects. 


They became fast friends since they both loved music and had similar experiences as female musicians in the business. 


They decided to start Boygenius in 2018, and that year they also released their self-titled EP. 
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The three artists' standing as up-and-coming stars in the independent music scene was cemented by the EP's critical and economic success. 


The creative process at Boygenius was organic and collaborative. The three musicians frequently traded ideas and songs, and they collaborated to give the songs 
their final forms. Their strengths—Baker's raw emotion, Bridgers' beautiful lyrics, and Dacus' wit and wordplay—also contributed to the band's success. 


Boygenius had a huge effect on Dacus' solo career. Her growth as a songwriter and singer was aided by the experience of working with Baker and Bridgers. 
She also developed a new degree of self-assurance and visibility, both of which aided in advancing her solo career. 


Boygenius released The Record, their debut album, in 2023. The band's place as one of the most significant indie rock bands of the 2020s was reinforced by the 
album, which was yet another critical and financial triumph. 


Lucy Dacus experienced significant growth and creativity during the boy genius years. She created music that was both intimate and ethereal in collaboration 
with two of her favorite musicians. The Boygenius experience molded Dacus into the artist she is today and will undoubtedly go down in history as a pivotal 
moment. 


The various musical influences that each of the three musicians contributed to Boygenius are discussed. a study of the themes and subjects the band covered in 


their songs. 


A lookat the band's live shows and how they engaged with their audience through song. A discussion on Boygenius' effects on the independent music scene and 


the careers of the three performers. 
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Chapter 8: The Making of Home Video 


Home Video, Lucy Dacus' third studio album, is a profoundly intimate examination of grief, nostalgia, and adolescence. The name of the album alludes to how 
joyous and sorrowful events in time can be captured in home movies. 


To examine how memories may both soothe and terrify us, Dacus employs a metaphor. 

"Thumbs," the album's opening tune, sets the mood for the rest of the music with its lyrics on the suffering of seeing a loved one move on. 

The song's title alludes to the way that, even after they have left our life, we frequently cling to memories of people and places. 

On the album, other songs, including "Home Video" and "Night Shift," address how we can both feel nostalgic for the past and fearful of the future. 
Dacus sings of how she simultaneously yearns for her younger, carefree days and fears growing older and losing her sense of innocence. 


Sound 
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Home Video deviates musically from Dacus's earlier work. Her early albums had a stronger folk influence, whereas Home Video had a more sophisticated, 
electronic sound. 
The album's more contemplative and personal topics are reflected in this change in sound. 


With layers of guitars, synths, and rhythms, the album's production is lush and evocative. Dacus sings with a sensitivity that is both devastating and relatable, 
and her vocals are clean and strong. 


Critics' Choice and Business Success 


In 2021, Home Video was published to rave reviews. The album received accolades for its gorgeous sound, honest and emotional lyrics, and Dacus's strong vocals. 
A commercial triumph, Home Video peaked at number 10 on the Billboard 200 chart. 


The popularity of the album has contributed to Dacus's status as one of the most intriguing and gifted singer-songwriters currently active. The dramatic and 
poignant album Home Video will stick with listeners long after they've completed it. 


Conclusion 


The highly intimate and poignant album Home Video addresses the concepts of loss, nostalgia, and adolescence. Dacus's voice is forceful and crystal clear, and 
the album has a beautiful, atmospheric atmosphere. Home Video is certain to stay with listeners long after they've finished listening because it was released to 
both critical acclaim and commercial success. 
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Chapter 9: Lucy Dacus as a Cultural Figure 


In recent years, singer-songwriter Lucy Dacus has become one of the most significant voices in the indie music scene. She has received appreciation for her 
albums like "Home Video" and "Titanic Rising" because of their candor, vulnerability, and sass. 


Dacus has established herself as a role model for young women all around the world due to her reputation for speaking up on social and political concerns. 


There is no denying Dacus' influence on the indie music industry. Both critics and listeners have enjoyed her music, and she has performed extensively with 
other independent musicians including Phoebe Bridgers and Julien Baker. Additionally, films and television programs like "The Bold Type" and "Never Have I 


Ever" have incorporated music by Dacus. 


Dacus is renowned for her political and social outspokenness in addition to her musical prowess. She has been a strong advocate for feminism, 


environmentalism, and LGBTQ+ rights. Dacus has also used her platform to denounce police brutality and gun violence. 


Dacus is deserving of her reputation as a female role model. She is an accomplished musician, a fierce supporter of social justice, and a lady who doesn't mind 
speaking her mind. 


Young women all around the world have been motivated to be themselves and stand up for what they believe in thanks to Dacus' music and activism. 


In summary, Lucy Dacus is a cultural icon who has a big influence on the world. Her advocacy is an inspiration to young women all over the world, and her music 
is open, vulnerable, and witty. For everyone looking for a platform to share their own experiences, Dacus serves as a positive role model. 


Location 268 of 363 « 70% 


LUCY DACUS: A LIFE IN MUSIC 


Dacus' music is appreciated for being sincere and relatable. Heartbreak, worry, and self-doubt are among the personal experiences that she frequently discusses 
in her lyrics. Because of this, many listeners find solace and inspiration in her music. Dacus is a fervent supporter of feminism and LGBTQ+ rights. She has 
advocated for equality for all by denouncing homophobia and sexism and using her platform to do so. 


Young women looking for a platform to share their own experiences should look to Dacus as a role model. She is a powerful, independent woman who doesn't 
hesitate to express her opinions. She is a gifted musician as well, and she has motivated many young girls to follow their goals. 


In summary, Lucy Dacus is a cultural icon who has a big influence on the world. She is a potent force for change because of her activism, activism through her 
music, and her standing as a role model for young women. 


Chapter 10: Lucy Dacus' Future 
One of her generation's most popular and acclaimed singer-songwriters is Lucy Dacus. She has performed extensively both as a solo artist and as a part of the 
supergroup Boygenius. Her three albums, "No Burden," "Historian," and "Home Video," have all received high praise from critics. 

What then does Lucy Dacus' future hold? 


Dacus stated that she is already working on her fourth album in a recent interview. In addition to being eager to travel in support of the album, she expressed 
excitement about exploring fresh sounds and ideas on it. 


Dacus outlined her expectations for the development of independent music. She declared that she thought indie music was strong at the moment and that she 
was looking forward to discovering new artists in the upcoming years. 
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In terms of her legacy as a singer-songwriter, Dacus expressed the hope that people will remember her for her openness and fragility. She stated that she thinks 
her songs will remain relevant for many years to come and that she wants her music to be a source of solace and inspiration for others. 


Here are some particular future forecasts for Lucy Dacus: 


In 2024, she will release her fourth album, go on a lengthy tour in support of it, and work with other musicians from the indie rock scene and beyond. She'll keep 


speaking out in favor of social justice. She will advance in the music industry and gain more recognition. 


A skilled and intriguing artist, Lucy Dacus has a promising future. She will undoubtedly be creating excellent music and inspiring people for many years to come. 


Lucy Dacus has a writing career in addition to her musical one. She is the author of the poetry collection "Night Shift," and she has written for numerous 
publications and websites. She is also a fierce supporter of raising awareness of mental health issues. 


Dacus is a multifaceted artist with a promising future. She will undoubtedly carry on producing outstanding music, crafting exquisite poems, and using her 


platform to change the world. 
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Chapter 11 The Epilogue. 
Since she initially began creating songs in her bedroom as a teenager, Lucy Dacus has gone a long way. Since then, she has performed all over the world, released 
three critically acclaimed albums, and established herself as one of indie rock's most recognizable figures. 


Music by Dacus is renowned for its openness and fragility. She writes in a way that is both sympathetic and potent about her own experiences with love, sorrow, 
and self-discovery. Her own straightforward yet emotive guitar playing frequently accompanies her tunes. 


Success and tragedy have both been hallmarks of Dacus' career. In a vehicle tragedy in 2018, she lost Phoebe Bridgers, a dear friend and collaborator. One of the 


most emotional songs on Dacus' album "Home Video" is "Night Shift," which she wrote about the experience. 


Despite her difficulties, Dacus has persisted in creating music that is both lovely and profound. She is an inspiration to young women everywhere, and her music 


never ceases to uplift listeners. 
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Personal Considerations 


I consider myself extremely fortunate to have had the chance to earn a life through music. I've always wanted to do it, and I'm so happy that I was able to make 
my dream come true. 


Through my music, I've discovered a lot about the world and myself. I've learned how to be more open and vulnerable, as well as how to stand up for causes that 
are dear to my heart. 


I'm also appreciative of my supporters over the years, my fans. They helped me feel like I'm not alone by making me feel heard, seen, and understood. 


I'm eager to find out what the future has in store for me. I'm excited to release the numerous songs I still have to write with the world. 


I want my music to keep inspiring people and giving them a sense of community. I'm dedicated to utilizing my voice to improve the world because I think music 
can do so. 
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